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Son: “Moooooom! Can I go next door to play with Bobby?”

Mother: “No it’s time to do your homework?”

Son: “Daaaaaad! Can I go next door to play with Bobby?”

Father: “Okay! Have fun!”

We all know the age-old story when a child gets an answer he doesn’t like from one parent he asks the other to see if he can get a better response. What

does have to lose?

 

But how often do we think of the times that we get put in the same position with our caregivers? Who’s in charge during a situation like that? When should a

parent discipline and when should your nanny or babysitter take the lead?

Simple Answer: Whoever is watching the child. 

Reality Check: There are many times when you are both together with the children. 

The fact of the matter is that nothing with children is ever black and white. Whether it’s during an appointment with the pediatrician, at a pre-school

function, or a random play-date with a friend, it is inevitable that you will find yourself in a similar situation. And, it is usually more difficult for the

caregiver than it is for you as the parent. Should he/she step in, or does the parent want to be in charge? Would the parent be upset by the caregiver’s

assertion at that moment or is it expected? Where are the boundaries?

First you have to decide what you want. Whichever you chose needs to be clear to the nanny and, most importantly, your children from the beginning. If

your children run to you every time they get an answer they don’t like from a caregiver, they will quickly figure out if it works. If, for example, they still have

to pick up their toys, eat their vegetables and stop jumping on the bed, then they will learn that not only are Mommy and Daddy in charge, but so are the

other adults in their lives.

Kids are quick and they will soon figure out what is and isn’t going to fly. If there is ever a situation where you disagree with your caregiver’s decisions, talk

with him or her privately; get the whole story and together figure out what would work best the next time. Being on the same page is key and always best

for the child.
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This is a great article. It is definitely a difficult situation for parents and your tips were
very insightful.
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